
Nunawading Cricket Club 

Junior Season 2019/2020 

Highlights 
 This year was the 12th season of the Nunawading Cricket Club’s ‘new Junior Program’. 

 

 During the off season, Club Coach Robin Ferdinands, ran specific coaching for junior players 

who were keen to develop their cricket. The benefit of this showed as the season 

commenced. 

 

 After a winter in Australia of a disappointing AFL results (How did GWS win the Prelim) – 

cricket was commencing on the back of The Ashes and The World Cup One Day 

Internationals (seems like a while ago now). 

 

 In conjunction with Cricket Victoria, Nunawading Cricket Club ran cricket clinics at Burwood 

Heights Primary School in the last two weeks of August 2019. Rob Ferdinands, Andrew 

Siebel, Glen Mackie and Scott Witherden all assisted. This was to help introduce cricket to 

potential new members at Nunawading – which as always, was a great success. 

 

 A strong Registration Day was held on 24 August 2019 – with help from many people at the 

club. We welcomed new families to Nunawading and hoped they and everyone else enjoyed 

their time. 

 

 In the middle of September, we again conducted School Clinics with Cricket Victoria – this 

time at Blackburn Lake Primary School. Daniel and Claire Smith, together with Rob 

Ferdinands all assisted in building this growing and successful relationship with the school. 

This relationship with Blackburn Lake Primary School has been fantastic for both 

communities – as Nunawading now has a strong number of families from Blackburn Lake 

Primary School. Special thanks to Daniel and Claire for their continued efforts. 

 

 Nunawading continued to have Nunawading Juniors playing cricket weekly on a Saturday 

and Sunday morning – on Bob Saker oval – with our Super 7s and Fast 9s. 

 

 This season we had 8 teams (Super 7s – U18) – and Junior Blasters. In total approx. 150 

Juniors at Nunawading. 

 

 Our Season Launch was held on Friday 18 October – where in addition to welcoming 

everyone to the club for the season ahead, we also congratulated and acknowledged the 

previous years Dave Cowell award winners (Jacob Mitchell and Harrison Lefebure). 

 

 In Representative Cricket – Nunawading had the following players representing the 

Association).   

o U16 – James Jessup (BHRDCA) 

o U12 - Eloise Wood (BHRDCA) - Captain 

o U12 - Hamish Kennett (BHRDCA) 

All players had strong results during the carnival. 



 

 

 

In addition to this, the following activities were held/occurred throughout the season: 

 Nunawading Cricket Club (Junior Blasters) were invited on the Junction Oval, during the 

break in a WBBL game. 

 Melbourne Renegades and Melbourne Stars memberships were provided. 

 Bunnings BBQ at Vermont South in November. 

 Team Photos – organised by Jean-Paul and assisted by coaches, Team Managers, parents. 

 Trivia Night– really pleasing to see the Junior Families supporting this night. 

 Juniors Playing Senior Cricket: 

o From the 1sts to the 5ths great to see so many new juniors playing senior cricket. 

o Consistently throughout the season 

o Contributing on the scoreboard 

o Developing as players and young adults 

 

 Specialised Coaching 

o Rob Ferdinands and Leigh Callendar (Level 3 Coaches) – working with juniors  

 

 Post match Friday gatherings 

o Curry Night 

o Christmas Night 

o Varying Foods (Piccolino’s, BBQs, Roast Chicken) 

 

Nunawading also had four – of our five competitive teams play finals: 

o U12B (Gold) – Semi Finalists 

o U12B (Purple) - Premiers 

o U14B – Premiers 

o U18 - Runners up 

 

The season cannot occur with this enjoyment and success, without the input of so many people. I list 

some below – and apologies to those I have not listed: 

 Andrew Siebel – has done an amazing working with the U12s. Also as Club Secretary, has 

worked with me to ensure everything occurs correctly. 

 Jean-Paul Lefebure – Always looking forward, always rolling up his own sleeves, always 

asking ‘is the status quo what we want’? Always with one thing in mind – an even more 

successful club.  

 Peter Jessup – Always doing something. Whether it be helping with training the teams his 

children are involved in, regularly cooking the BBQ on a Friday night, or serving food, Pete 

was in the middle of it all.     

 Daniel Smith – for being part of the Junior Committee and spending a number of nights 

planning for the season we have just had.  ….and of course running the Junior Blasters 

program!! 

 Claire Smith – you made my job so easy. Always up to date with new registrations in the 

Junior Blasters, proactive in terms of attracting new players and just a pleasure to work with. 



 Rob Ferdinands – continued to bring fresh ideas to the club as Club Coach.  You put yourself 

out – for the betterment of the club – which was well ‘above and beyond’. It has been a 

pleasure working with you. The benefits you have brought to the Juniors and the club are 

evident.  

 Dave Cowell – Club President – and the man who not only started the Junior program 12 

years ago, but has very likely allowed the club to be here today. Still working hard in many 

ways, including achieving successful grant applications, challenging Local Council and also 

coaching the U16s. Also – played his 400th game this season!! 

 Glen Mackie and Patrick Mitchell – every week these two gents are at Nuna (as they have 

been for about 30 years). Working behind the bar, organising apparel, closing up on a 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday – doing the things that others don’t see, but the things that 

have to be done. No fuss – just efficiency (some would say like magic fairies)! 

 Paul Callanan– who also is here on a Friday night – making sure the bar is open while 

everyone else is on the cricket field – to allow families to buy a quiet drink. 

 Scott Witherden – always here working with the Juniors, including the U16s – cooking the 

BBQ – and always asking me ‘do you need a hand Nashy’. The exact type of help we need. 

 Coaches – Kevin, Rob F, Dave, Scott M, Andrew (Blewey), Simon, Cleedon, Nick, Jason, Daniel 

(Smudge), Brad, Geoff 

 Team Managers – Sally, Rod, Danielle, Ryan, Snehal, Wayne, Andrew 

 Kitchen helpers – far too many to mention – but all families who helped prepare, cook and 

serve our food each week. 

 Parents 

 

 And most importantly your children who play at Nunawading!!! 

 

Bring on 2020/2021 

#seeyouatthecricket 

 


